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Jay Murphy, The Target Moves 

Burroughs’ survival code made writing an art of “making things happen’—art being restored to 
its premodern role as wielder and means of power and efficacious action—an attitude as 
common in traditional societies as it is rare in modernism and postmodernism. This ‘attitude’ 
continues in the occult, one of the most useful reference points for looking through Burroughs’ 
miscellany of photos. 
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Michael Dec likes this. 

Jim Leftwich “Everybody says sex is obscene. The only true obscenity is war.” 
Fuck war. 
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Slobodan Skerovié War is in the realm of unintelligent and intelligent have no access to it. 
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Jim Leftwich "War is politics by other means." 

Poetry is war by other means. 
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Slobodan Skerovié Poetry is for warriors, war is for patriots. 
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Franco Bifo Berardi 

The general intellect takes the form of an ocean, an infinite sprawl of depersonalized fragments 
of bio-time: capital picks up and recombines the digitalized fragments of work-time. This is the 
continuous scramble of the global labor market. These fragments are linguistic fragments, or 
fractals. Language is formatted in such a way that our linguistic performance is made 
compatible with the global linguistic machine. But the process of precarization not only concerns 
intellectual workers. Cognition is everywhere in the cycle of work. Every act of work is submitted 
to digital abstraction, or to its collateral effects. Abstraction penetrates every fragment of the 
nervous system of social work. The physical activity of industrial workers is subjected to this 
same process of precarization. This creates a condition of political weakness for workers: 
everybody is exposed to the blackmail of precarity. Furthermore, the fragmentation or 
fractalization of work-time mirrors the fractalization of capital, because capital is also submitted 
to a process of deterritorialization, abstraction, and recombinant fractalization. A hundred years 
ago, capital was physically identifiable in the physical assets of the owner. But capital was 
dephysicalized and deterritorialized when the financial function took over and subjected the 
industriousness of society to financial blackmail. Now that financial capital isn’t based on 
physical assets anymore, it is all about the virtual possession of abstract fractals, of 
disembodied money. In the history of money, there is a moment when money is purely a tool of 
exchange. Then money becomes as an activator of credit. And finally, you have the passage to 
money as universal mobilizer of human energies. 
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Jim Leftwich <jimleftwich@gmail.com> 

12:12 am (1 day ago) 

to Aaron, Tomislav 
http://www.e-flux.com/journal/running-along-the-disaster-a-conversation-with-franco-%E2%80% 
ICbifo%E2%80%9D-berardi/ 


Tomislav Butkovic 


10:07 AM (16 hours ago) 


to me 

read this on the bus 

his take is 

there is no resistance, the only resistance is the ‘aggressive identity’ defining people (fascists) 
who came out of the abstract finacialization (fucking with people's everyday life through control 
via money) already anyway (resistance was formed by the problem itself; its reactionary). its a 
battle for the mind. the development of the 'general intellect’ has been in shambles. 


(reminds me of 2007 when olchar was telling me that the reason he archives dada/pna (etc) 
was to preserve artifacts of resistance for when an potential opportunity to make/use/do those 
things again would arise, as now its only possible to collect and preserve) 


also when asked about cognitive v manual labour: 


"These fragments are linguistic fragments, or fractals. Language is formatted in such a way that 
our linguistic performance is made compatible with the global linguistic machine. But the 
process of precarization not only concerns intellectual workers. Cognition is everywhere in the 
cycle of work. Every act of work is submitted to digital abstraction, or to its collateral effects. 
Abstraction penetrates every fragment of the nervous system of social work. The physical 
activity of industrial workers is subjected to this same process of precarization. This creates a 
condition of political weakness for workers: everybody is exposed to the blackmail of precarity." 
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Jim Leftwich <jimleftwich@gmail.com> 


12:57 PM (13 hours ago) 

to Tomislav 

much of what Berardi says here is directly related to discussions we have every time we get 
together. he even uses some of the same language that we use. his take is complex, it comes 
from a complex background, an unusual mix of radical avant (aesthetic) history, Marxism, and a 
kind of maverick psychology. 


my reasons for maintaining an archives are similar to Olchar's. Tom Taylor once told me that i 
was building a monument to our oppositional, underground activities. i can see that perspective, 
and i told him so, but that's not my primary interest. my primary interest in is preserving a 
parallel history, one large and diverse enough to present clear options to those who are involved 
in rebuilding communities after the coming catastrophes. my archives and activities alone will 


not be enough to accomplish this, but as you know well i am not the only one working on it. 
large quantities of documentations and texts are needed, disseminated very widely. 


one difference with your description of Olchar's activities: one has to do more than collect and 
preserve. we also need to produce that which will be collected and preserved. we are still able 
to do that. Olchar is doing it as well as i am. 


this seems accurate and important: 


"the future of Europe is Yugoslavia circa 1992. Did the global financial system consciously plan 
this unspeakable catastrophe, whose consequences might be misery, fascism, and civil war? Or 
is this only a by-product, a sort of side effect, of the war against social welfare and workers’ 
rights? My answer is the following: in the history of the war between workers and capital, the EU 
was the last bastion of welfare and workers’ power. This was thanks to the legacy of its colonial 
privilege, but also to the peculiar history of the European workers’ movement. The EU was the 
last example of democracy for the workers of the world. Destroying the EU was the last act of 
the worldwide neoliberal aggression against democracy. Now this aggression has fulfilled its 
goal. The EU is dead." 


this also seems accurate and important: 


"The movement has changed the political horizon and daily life for a social minority, but it has 
failed to change the rapport de force between capital and society." 


and this: 


"only Assange and Snowden have managed to provoke a crisis in this totalitarian semiosphere. 
Judging solely from the effects, hacking is proving to be more effective than Occupy. " 


this, again, the same: 


"Let’s look back at five decades of social movements, starting in 1964, when the Free Speech 
Movement in California launched the long history of worldwide uprisings that would occur in ’68. 
This student movement was the first uprising of cognitive labor. The ambiguity of technology in 
the relationship between knowledge and power was already emerging. Fifty years after the Free 
Speech Movement at Berkeley, we now see that the self-organization of the general intellect is 
the only prospect for the decades to come. The year 1968 inaugurated an age of conflict, 
decomposition, and fragmentation in the internal life of the general intellect. But it also 
inaugurated an age of autonomous cooperation. Aspects of the good life were created in the 
cultural underground, as well as in some spheres of the larger cultural landscape. 


Autonomous cooperation always has to be seen in light of its rich ambiguity. On the one hand, it 
offers the possibility of exiting the capitalist form. On the other hand, it experiments with new 
forms of production that capital will exploit tomorrow. Autonomy is not about achieving purity. It 
is absolute contamination; it is the motor of development and the critique of this development 
itself. We run on the dynamic of disaster in many ways: from the point of view of the 
environmental catastrophe, the point of view of the proliferation of wars, of the dramatic 
impoverishment of daily life, and so on. But autonomy is always running on the dynamic of 
disaster. And is always trying to create possibilities for escaping." 


and again: 


"The next move is escape. But we are not just escaping from the capitalist trap. We are 
simultaneously taking part in the evolution of the brain. The new game will be the fight for the 
autonomy of the brain. The financial reduction of the social body is provoking a wave of 
depression, and nationalism is a way of transforming depression into aggressiveness. This is 
the lesson that comes from the European elections: financial abstraction is fueling the 
aggressive body of nationalism." 


and this: 


"Commentators have emphasized the role of Facebook and Twitter in the mobilization of both 
Tahrir Square and Gezi Park. That role is obvious: Facebook and Twitter are normal parts of the 
daily life and work of the new generation of cognitive precarious workers. What is more 
interesting in these events is not the use of social media, but this social body coming out from 
Facebook and Twitter and deciding to meet physically in a place. This has been the high point of 
the experience." 


this, all of it: 


"The general intellect takes the form of an ocean, an infinite sprawl of depersonalized fragments 
of bio-time: capital picks up and recombines the digitalized fragments of work-time. This is the 
continuous scramble of the global labor market. These fragments are linguistic fragments, or 
fractals. Language is formatted in such a way that our linguistic performance is made 
compatible with the global linguistic machine. But the process of precarization not only concerns 
intellectual workers. Cognition is everywhere in the cycle of work. Every act of work is submitted 


to digital abstraction, or to its collateral effects. Abstraction penetrates every fragment of the 
nervous system of social work. The physical activity of industrial workers is subjected to this 
same process of precarization. This creates a condition of political weakness for workers: 
everybody is exposed to the blackmail of precarity. Furthermore, the fragmentation or 
fractalization of work-time mirrors the fractalization of capital, because capital is also submitted 
to a process of deterritorialization, abstraction, and recombinant fractalization. A hundred years 
ago, capital was physically identifiable in the physical assets of the owner. But capital was 
dephysicalized and deterritorialized when the financial function took over and subjected the 
industriousness of society to financial blackmail. Now that financial capital isn’t based on 
physical assets anymore, it is all about the virtual possession of abstract fractals, of 
disembodied money. In the history of money, there is a moment when money is purely a tool of 
exchange. Then money becomes as an activator of credit. And finally, you have the passage to 
money as universal mobilizer of human energies." 


and, of course: 


"Credit and debt are mere activators of social energy, and they force social time to accept any 
kind of blackmail. Money isn’t a semantic tool anymore, an indicator pointing to a referent. 
Money is a purely pragmatic tool for the mobilization of the nervous energies of society, and 
debt is the chain that obliges you to accept any kind of blackmail. In this purely pragmatic stage, 
money is no longer a referential function. It’s the function that motivates people to accept 
slavery." 


Tomislav Butkovic 
1:51 PM (12 hours ago) 
to me 


yes, all very on point, and i picked up on the direct relevance to our discussions 


Franco "Bifo" Berardi--key member of the Italian Autonomist movement and a close associate of 
Félix Guattari-- 


next week (not sure i'll have time today) i'll go to the library to see if i can find any books... 
man, things look dark as fuck... 


http://www.amazon.com/The-Uprising-Finance-Semiotext-Intervention/dp/1584351128/ref=sr_1_ 
1?ie=UTF8&qid=1404409346&sr=8-1&keywords=franco+berardi 


http://www.amazon.com/The-Soul-Work-Alienation-Semiotext/dp/1584350768/ref=sr_1_2?ie=U 
TF8&qid=1404409346&sr=8-2&keywords=franco+tberardi 
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2:03 PM (12 hours ago) 

to Tomislav 

there is this online 
http://www.generation-online.org/p/pbifo.htm 


things don't look a whole lot darker than they have before. 

though actual struggle seems more urgently necessary now than at other times. 

mainly i think we need to be clear about what can be done, and not try to do things that can't be 
done at this stage. 

actual struggle, for example, may not need to be confrontational, as in directly engaged with 
power. 

there may be better things for us to do with our time. 
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billybobbeamer@aol.com 


3:12 PM (11 hours ago) 

to me 
http://www.aol.com/article/2014/07/03/artist-emins-messy-bed-sells-for-4-4-million/20924802/?n 
cid=webmail1 

Attachments area 

Preview attachment New 7 314Compressed (zipped) Folder.zip 

New 7 314Compressed (zipped) Folder.zip 


Jim Leftwich <jimleftwich@gmail.com> 


4:36 PM (10 hours ago) 
to Bill 
http://www.3ammagazine.com/3am/in-bed-with-tracey-emin-stewart-home/ 


The My Bed installation is worth examining in the light of a large group show that Emin 
participated in three years before her Turner Prize nomination called Yerself is Steam. Curated 
by lain Forsyth and Jane Pollard, it was mounted in a temporary gallery on Charlotte Street in 
the boundaries of Soho over June and July of 1996. Tania Guha for Time Outdeclared, 
“Contrary to the usual insipid fare and boot-sale ambience, this exhibition boasts forty of 
Britain’s best emergent talents. Eschewing thematic coherence, the curators have opted for a 
Generation X vibe, complete with blaring ’70s muzak... don’t miss it.” Emin exhibited a 
collaborative piece with Carl Freedman, her partner at the time, called White Dove, a small table 
supporting four yellow toy chicks on tiny chairs and one other on a bar under a banner with Bar 
Nietzche written on it. Other artists showing at the exhibition included Sam Taylor Wood, Jake 
and Dinos Chapman and Stewart Home. Home’s installation, titled Art Strike Bed, consisted of a 
bed covered with a dark blue counterpane, neatly made up and pushed into a corner, with four 
A4 sheets of text on paper on the wall next to the bed that explained the artist’s intentions. Right 
next to it was the Emin/Freedman exhibit. 


On Thu, Jul 3, 2014 at 3:12 PM, <billybobbeamer@aol.com> wrote: 

> 

> 
http://www.aol.com/article/2014/07/03/artist-emins-messy-bed-sells-for-4-4-million/20924802/?n 
cid=webmail1 


billybobbeamer@aol.com 


8:49 PM (5 hours ago) 

to me 

... but so sorry for the art handlers...[maybe she sets up her own. ha. 

yeah, i dig her out-there--inyrMUGI!-free-spirit, but w/intelligence,usually..unlike some of the other 
brits 

who, i have read, smwelled-up blood and created accordingly for the daddy [&some mommy] 
vampires, who are slpilling dough etc in return... 

just my opinion 

good for her that a working girl gets rich, honestly-m, as it were [no heads bashed in , 
reputations ruined, etc] 

well none that i know of that she started. she takes on all press [that i have seen] like an honest 
person, at times even acting shyor asa 


cool lady. 
now others of course see her in all kinds of ways, 
many not so kind, and just short of threatening, and some threatening... 


i will add that my memory on what i have read of her/seen, etc blurs, and then, at times, i get 
her confused in appearance with the comedian, sarah burnhardt.ha 

will talk when mouth a little more resonant 

take care jim 


Jim Leftwich <jimleftwich@gmail.com> 


1:15 AM (1 hour ago) 

to Bill 

i like her disdain for the highbrow affectations and the mandatory post-structuralist vocabulary. 
i don't think of her as being anti-intellectual, maybe just anti-postmodern, or anti-artworld. 


it does look like she got the idea for her bed exhibit from Stewart Home, which is funny enough. 
her whole presence in the artworld upper echelon is predicated upon that kind of irony. 
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Nevertheless, Oiticica’s effective absence from the New York art scene—even more despite the 
fact that the Cosmococas evince compelling resonances with contemporaneous developments 
within it—is a pointed reminder that artistic practice and the history of art often do not coincide. 
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Michael Kirby: Performance is ephemeral. It disappears from history unless it is recorded and 
preserved somehow. Thus, a concern with history demands an accurate and objective record of 
the performance. To the extent that the record is complete and detailed, the performance can be 
reconstructed mentally. Values will take care of themselves. Since everyone has values, they 
will evaluate the historical reconstruction. If they have accurate and exhaustive information, their 
evaluation will approximate the evaluation they would have made of the actual performance if 
they had been in the audience. But history does not care whether its data is liked or disliked; it is 
built only upon the quality and accuracy of the data itself. 
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Philip Auslander 

As both Kirby’s focus on “tomorrow’s past” and Mangolte’s statement that she was 
photographing so that an unknown future audience might better understand the work 
documented suggest, performance documentarians created an archive of “significant” work 
whose significance was asserted through the act of documentation rather than established prior 
to documentation: these works were not documented because they were significant but became 
significant because they were documented. 

Certainly Kirby and those who participated in his project considered the performances that they 
documented to be significant. But as we have seen, they undertook to document them largely 
for a future audience and could not have claimed to know what that audience would find to be 
significant. Whereas Kirby believed that the availability of objective records of these 
performances would allow later audiences to make their own determinations about them, the 
reality is that the availability of these performances in documentary form is a major reason that 
later audiences have found them to be significant. In these respects, performance 
documentation brought the world it described into being through its own declarations. 
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